DIARY OF AN IMMIGRANT IN 2069  -  María Sánchez Martínez

Dear Diary:

Things have changed a lot. I am happy about it; about how humanity has evolved beyond technology. But nevertheless, I remember how difficult it was for me to integrate into Spanish society 50 years ago, when I was only 12 years old. There were children who helped me and treated me like one kid more. Above all Miguel, who taught me to speak Spanish and also was interested in my culture and country. On the other hand, other children laughed at me when I tried to speak Spanish, even their parents said that mine wanted to take away their jobs. They didn't understand (or they didn't want to understand) that my parents and I had not decided to leave our life in Guinea; we didn't have another choice if we wanted to live in peace. 

Today, September 13, 2069, things have changed a lot. Joseph, my best childhood friend, has arrived in Spain today in the morning. I am very happy that he has not had as many difficulties as I had. It has been very emotional seeing each other again. 

Immigration laws have been reformed and the procedures are not as slow as they used to be. Moreover, I am sure that his daughter is going to be better welcomed than I was at school. Children are much more respectful than before and I think nobody will underestimate Joseph in his future job.

Definitely, dear Diary, today I feel hopeful. Now people are more respectful and more aware of other different realities, as the Syrian war. People have learned to learn from other cultures. I'm hopeful for humanity.

